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BODY-GUARD

TO  JOSEPH

SAINT-CLOUD, May 31,1806.

DON'T allow any one to be in sole command of your
Guard. Nothing could be more dangerous. Sooner or later
you will have to revise the arrangement, and it is better not
to start off on the wrong lines. I have told you before, and I
tell you again, that you trust the Neapolitans too much.
I am thinking particularly of your kitchen arrangements,
and of your body-guard, where you are running the risk of
poisoning or assassination. It is my deliberate desire that you
should keep your French cooks, that you should have
your own waiters, and that your domestic arrangements
should provide for your being always under French
protection. You haven't seen enough of my private
life to know how, even in France, I am constantly under
the eye of my oldest and most trusted soldiers. Of
all the people you mention there isn't one I know, unless
it's the Duke of San The*odoro, whose letters to the
Queen I saw, when he was at Madrid. Whatever he may
be like, I don't object to your nominating him Grand
Master of the Ceremonies. But do make sure that your
valets, your cooks, and the sentries who sleep in your
apartments, or who call you during the night to give you
despatches, are Frenchmen. It should be impossible for
anyone to enter your room at night, except your aide-de-
camp; and he ought to sleep in the room opening into your
bedroom. Your door should be locked on the inside; you
ought not to open it even to your aide-de-camp, unless you
are sure you recognise his voice; and he ought not to knock
at your door until he has been careful to close that of his
own room, to make sure that he is alone, and that no one
can follow him.

These precautions are important: they give no trouble;
and they inspire confidence; besides, they may really save
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